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NR FANKIND in general look at the dark fide 
1 of their circumſtances, and the ſuppoſed 
bright ſide of their character; whence ariſe pride, 
diſcontent, and murmurs diſhonourable to God, 
and tormenting to themſelves. But true religion 
teaches us to conſider the dark ſide of our character, 
and the bright ſide of our circumſtances; and, 
reflecting how many undeſerved comforts we enjoy, 
to exerciſe humble gratitude and chearful praiſe. 


However, there are but few, comparatively, who 
are truly religious; and thoſe few are but in part 
influenced by their principles; and are often 
repining, when they might be praiſing: the world 
is full of diſcontent, which ought to be full of 
gratitude. Well then might the pſalmiſt repeatedly 
ſay, „O that men would praiſe the Lord for his 
« goodneſs, and for his wonders to the children 
* of men.” We have abundant cauſe ſo to do; 
it is very reaſonable we ſhould; it is very pleaſant 
to be thus employed; therefore much to be deſired 
by all, who love God and man: but the moſt have 
uo heart to it, and the reſt but /77/le, 


This ſeemed to be the caſe even with the 
apparently religious part of our land, in reſpect 
-of our national mercies. Many, during the late 
war, joined with ſeeming earneſtneſs in prayers for 
deliverance and peace; who, I fear, have not 
rendered unto the Lord thanks equally cordial, 
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now he hath anſwered their prayers. They förget 
our deſervings, and our dangers; and becauſe we 
are not that flouriſhing nation we were; becauſe 
the peace is not ſo honourable as they wiſhed ; 
they indulge a ſpirft of diſcontent, quarrel with 
men and meaſures, and have no heart to bleſs God 
for the ſecurity, liberty, and privileges we ſtill 
Enjoy. | 


was ſure before I had purpoſely conſidered the 
particulars, that the Lord had been very kind to 
us, and had an undoubted claim upon us for 
cordial thankſgiving. Under this perſuaſion, I 
rcjoiced that at length a day of thankſgiving was 
appointed. Improving the occaſion, I meditated 
the following ſubject for the edification of my own 
congregation, reſpecting the duty of the day. In 
preaching, the caſe appeared to me fo plain and 
uncontrovertible, and 1 afterwards found it was 
ſo convincing to many, or molt preſent, that I 
concluded it might anſwer ſome. good end, if made 
public. They who heard the ſermon delivered, 
will eaſily perceive I have taken the liberty to 
make ſeveral alterations; yet they will find it for 
ſubſtance the ſame ſermon, ſo far at leaſt, as to 
warrant the title. The candid peruſal of others is 
requeſted, Ir contains plain truths, in plain 
language, originally preached to plain people, and 
now publiſhed for the benefit of ſuch. I have 
endeavoured not. to offend the political principles 
of any man; and I hope no moderate man of any 
party will be offended. I would give as little 
offence as poſſible on ſuch an occaſion to any 
religious party: but if any expreſſion has eſcaped 
me, which may have that tendency, I hope it will 
| Ee not 
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not prejudice a real chriſtian againſt the other part. 
If the Lord be pleaſed to bleſs the publication, and 
to employ it as an inſtrument of his glory, in 
exciting true chriſtians of every denomination to 


abound more in praiſe and prayer, I ſhall have 
then an ample recompence. 


THOMAS SCOTT, 


OLxey, Auguſt 7, 1784. 


PSALM CVi. 43, 44. 


Many times did he deliver them, but they provoked 
him with their counſel, and were brought low: for 
their iniquity. Nevertheleſs, he regarded their 
affiition, when he heard their cry. 


HE knowledge of God, and of ourſelves, is 
beyond all compariſon, the moſt important 
kind of knowledge: and this knowledge is eſpecially 
communicated to us in the word of God; which is 
indeed a hiſtory of God and of man, diſcovering 
to us the real character of God, and the real 
character of man. This is done in the plaineſt 
and ſimpleſt manner, by hiſtorical relations of 
God's conduct towards man in numerous inſtances, 
and under a vaſt variety of circumſtances; and on 
the other hand, of man's conduct towards God, 
under a like variety of circumſtances. The reſult 
of the whole is this; it appears that God is ever 
diſpoſed by his own eſſential excellency, to act with 
conſummate wiſdoin, juſtice, holineſs, patience, 
condeſcenſion, love, mercy, truth, and faithfulneſs; 
is therefore of a moſt glorious and lovely character, 
and worthy of all that love and honour he demands: 
that on the other hand, man is ever diſpoſed co 
rebellion, ingratitude, obſtinacy, and enmity; is 
therefore of a very baſe and odious character, and. 
juſtly deſerving of the abomination and indignation, 


of a holy God. 


This trial of mankind was eſpecially made in 
God's dealings with the people of Iſrael, who being 
deſcended 
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deſcended from ſuch pious anceſtors, planted wWhölly 

< a right ſeed,” were an unexceptionable ſample of 
human nature. We have the abſtract of it in this 

pſalm, which begins and ends with, © Praiſe ye 

the Lord,” and is taken up with a hiſtory of 
God's perſevering kindneſs to Iſrael, and Iſrael's. 
perſevering ingratitude to God: 'for the worſe our 
conduct and character is, the more adorable and 
praiſe-worthy is God in his kindneſs to us. The 
fame ſcene, in ſome meaſure, is acted over again in 
every age of the world, in every nation under 
heaven, in every man's own experience. Had we 
an hiſtory. equally impartial and faithful, of any 
other people, or any ſingle perſon, in proportion 
as that people, or individual, was favoured of God 
with the. —.— he ſhewed to Iſrael, the baſe 
mgratitude of human nature wauld equally appear; 
and in proportion would the lovelineſs of God, 

and the odionſneſs of man be illuſtrated. And 


truly, he who has beſt learned to love and admire 


God, to lothe and abhor himſelf, and can moſt 
Encerely adopt the words of holy Job, © I have 
heard of thee with the hearing of the ear, but 
now mine eye teeth thee ; wherefore I abhor 
e myſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes;” is the 


greateſt proficient in true religion. 


The ſubſtance of. this inſtructive pſalm is 
comprefied in the words I have read to 'you; 
“ Many times did he deliver them, but they 
% provoked him with their counſel, and were 
e brought low for their iniquity. Nevertheleſs, 
« he 8 their affliction, when he heard their 
& cry.“ The hiſtorical. part of the Old Teſtament 


1 refer you to, for the illuſtration of the words, 
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as ſpoken with reference to Iſrael; of which 
this pſalm, and the foregoing, are an excellent 
compendium. But as God and his law,* and his 
meaſures of government, and providence, are the 
ſame from generation to generation, and as human 
nature is the ſame alſo, I truſt you will eafily 
perceive the propriety of improving them for our 
edification on the preſent occaſion. 


After many former deliverances, the people of 
Iſrael were brought low for their iniquity. Nations 
are brought low, when their numbers are greatly 
reduced by peſtilences, famines, or other deſolating 
judgments: when the inhabitants are detained in 
captivity, or fold into ſlavery: when ſucceſsful 
armies of hoſtile invaders ſpread terror and carnage 
through the land: when civil diſcord excites them 
to murder one another by unnatural war. A nation 
1s broyght low, when, deprived of the invaluable 
privilege of a free government, according to 
equitable laws impartially executed, it groans 
under the yoke of tyranny: while the covetouſneſs 
or caprice, the ambition or cruelty, the revenge or 
Jealouſy of one, or few, keep millions in perpetual 
alarm, and expoſe them to continued oppreſſion 
and perſecution. A nation 1s brought low, when 
its wealth is diminiſhed, its reſources exhauſted, 
its expences increaſed, its commerce and trade 
ruined; its poor without employment, and burthened 
with taxes, left to the fatal neceſſity of ſtarving, 
begging, or ſtealing; and its wealthy traders 
reduced to indigence and bankruptcy. 


In theſe, and many other reſpects, nations once 
| flouriſhing 
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flouriſhing are brought low, are deprived of 
the bleſſings they enjoyed at home, and the 


eonſequence they poſſeſſed abroad, and dwindle into 


inſignificance, dependance, and wretchedneſs. 


This premiſed, I obſerve, 1. That nations are 
thus brought low for iniquity, by the righteous 
judgment of God, whom they have provoked by 
their counſels. Let philoſophers and politicians 
ſearch out the ſecondary cauſes of ſuch . clenſions 
in the proſperity of empires: it is allowed they 
have advanced many things ingenious, rational, 
and inſtructive, on the ſubject. But this is not my 
province, nor ſo much your preſent concern. Tis 
mine to ſpeak, and your's to hear, what the word 
of God contains for our inſtruction and direction 
in the duty of the day: to this let us confine our 
attention.— Angels ſinned, and by ſin were brought 
low, even from the ſummit of created exaltation, 
to the depth of endleſs contempt and miſery. By 


one man “ ſin entered into the world, and 3 


« by fin, and ſo death paſſed upon all men, for 
« that all have ſinned.” Thus low, even to the 
grave, hath ſin brought our whole human race: 
lower {till we had all ſunk, even with fallen angels, 
into the loweſt hell, had not the glorious Emanuel 
come, and .borne our fins in his own body on the 
tree: .yet even thus low will fin finally bring all 
that live and die impenitent and unbelieving. The 
ſame evil brings nations low:—when they provoke 
God by their ſins, he ſtirs up enemies againſt them, 
he permits diſcord to prevail, he infatuates their 
wiſeſt counſellors, he intimidates their moſt valiant 
commanders ; he diſappoints their beſt concerted 
projects; he lets them know, that the race is 

| not. 
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c not to the ſwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong: 
ce but. that he doth what he will in the army of 
© heaven, and amongſt the inhabitants of the 
* earth; and none can ſtay his hand, or ſay unto | 
© him, what doeſt thou?“ 


Not only the dealings of God with his own 
periiar people; but the prophecies of the Old 
Teſtament, denounced againſt the neighbouring 
nations for their ungodlineſs and untighteouſneſs, 
and ſo awfully accompliſhed in their deſtruction, 
one by the ſword of another, ſufficiently prove and 
illuſtrate my obſervation. 


But, 2. I obſerve, hawever, that God doth more 
eſpecially. deal thus with thoſe nations, who are 
moſt favoured with the light of divine revelation, 
and make the moſt avowed profeſſion of true 
religion. In his conduct towards Iſrael, he not 
only conſidered their behaviour, but alſo took into 
the account his written word entruſted to them; 
his lively ordinances adminiſtered among them ; 
the prophets from age to age raifed up to admoniſh, * 
reprove, and inſtruct them ; his former favour to 
their nation; his preſent watchful care over them: 
and he dealt with them accordingly. © You only 
« have I known amongſt all the families of the 
© earth; therefore will I puniſh you for all your 
* iniquities,” Amos iii. 2. Thus will he deal 
with other nations alſo; in proportion to the 
favour ſhewn them, and the light afforded them, 
as well as the ſins they have committed againſt 
him.—Where much is given, much is required; 
and every ſin is aggravated in proportion to the 
wilfulneſs and ingratitude contained in it. He 
* 3 knew his Lord's will and did it not, ſhall 
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ce be beaten with many ſtripes.” And God will 
evermore ſhew his impartiality, and evince that 
there is no people or perſon in ſuch a ſenſe his 
favourite, as that he ſhould, on that account, 
connive at fin in them. He hates iniquity in all 
with perfect hatred, but moſt abhors it in thoſe 
who are neareft to him; becauſe it is really in, 
them moſt hateful, and his judgment is always 
according to truth. Therefore © ſpare not, 
e and begin at my ſanctuary,“ is his commiſſion 
to the executioners of his awful vengeance. . Thus 
doth he preclude all hope of impunity in fin, when 
he ſo ſeverely puniſhes his peculiar people. And 
thus likewiſe he, in the wiſeſt manner; ſerves the 
deſigns of his love to them. He brings them low, 
to prevent their deſtruction: by correction he 
preſerves them from being diſinherited: his pecuhar 
people, as well nations as individuals, ate chaſtiſed 
of the Lord, that they ſhould not be' condemned 
with the world. The Lord will not forfake his 
people, therefore will he viſit their offences with 
the rod. Nations, who profeſs his truth, he is 


ſlow to leave: leaves gradually, and, as it were, 


unwillingly; and therefore he will be ſure to bring 
them low for their iniquity, that he may bring 


them to repentance. ' 


3- Then, I obſerve; that God hath -brought 
thele nations low for their iniquity, by the late 
calamitous war, Let thoſe, who look no higher 
than inſtruments, diſpute about the authors of our 
troubles: you and I, my fellow-chriftians, ſhould 
acknowledge God's juſtice in them, and blame our 
own fins, Many times God hath delivered us, 
No nation hath ever been more entirely delivered. 
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or repeatedly preſerved by the providence of God 
from tyranny and deſpotiſm, than Britain. No 
nation: hath been indulged with greater proſperity, 
or with fuch long-continued exemptions from 
famines, peſtilences, earthquakes, or the ſword of 
war ravaging our fields. We have been highly 
favoured with religious light, and liberty: the 
opportunity, and full freedom of learning and 
doing the will of God, and rejoicing in his ſalvation. 
God's perſevering kindneſs to Iſrael has been 
renewed in his kindneſs to our land: and, alas! we 
have re-acted their provocations. So that none 
but an infidel can be at a loſs for the origin of our 
calamities. We have provoked God by our 
& counſel, and are brought low for our iniquity.” — 
Compare the charges God's prophets brought 
againſt Iſrael, with the conduct and character of 
theſe nations. If Iſrael exceeded Britain in groſs 
idolatry, Britain hath exceeded Iſrael in daring 
infidelity, and atheiſm; in perjury, profaneneſs, 
and blaſphemy; in contempt of God's word, 
neglect of God's ordinances, violation of God's 
ſabbaths; and at leaſt hath equalled Iſrael's 
ingratitude and hypocriſy.— Including the whole 
of our appendages, I fear we have immenſely 
out-done them in ſhedding innocent blood, in 
oppreſſing the poor, the fatherleſs, and the widow; 
and in every ſpecies of deteſtable injuſtice, prompted 
by: mfatiable avatice, and protected from human 
vengeance, (as greatly ſuſpected) by ſhameleſs 
bribery and venality,* In pride, aduitery, luxury, 
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»An eminent ſpeaker in the houſe of commons obſerved, that- 
God had puniſhed us with the loſs of ene continent for the oppreſſion 
exerciſed on the other. I fear for this, and other horrid ſcenes of 
wickedneſs, God hath much worſe puniſhments in ſtore for us; 
except national reformation, and national juſtice, executed on the 
culprits, preveat. 
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and all debauchery, their gue bears, I apprehend, 
no proportion to ours. 


.1 


But national guilt is only the init of 
the ſins of individuals: the meaſure fills faſt, whilſt 
every one contributes his large proportion: as a 
nation, we all have need to mourn over the whole; 
but each one ſhould eſpecially be humbled for his 
own ſins. Calling then our attention from objects 
more diſtant, let us examine our own hearts and 
lives. What ſay your conſciences, my brethren? 
Have you not helped to bring the nation low by 
iniquity? Have you not provoked God by your 
ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs * Have you not 
forgotten God, been ungrateful for his' mercies, 
profaned his ſabbaths, ſighted his ordinances, 
trampled on his law, deſpiſed or abuſed his goſpel? 
Judge yourſelves, brethren, that ye be not judged 
of the Lord? Perſonal repentance and humitiation 
before God, on account of our ſins, as a part of 
our national guilt, and earneſt prayers in that 
behalf, is a debt we owe our country, which may 
ſuffer in part for our offences, though we, as 
individuals, may be pardoned in reſpect of eternal 
puniſhment. God pardoned Manaſſeh; yet would 
fea pardon Jeruſalem the Innocent blood he had 

ed. | 


For our fins, then, God bach wake us low: 
by 2 concurrence of counſels and events, we were 
engaged in a ruinous war with our American 
colonies. Our ancient enemies triumphed, hoping 
the time of our downfall was come, and expecting to 
ſhare the ſpoil: four powerful nations in confederacy 
fought againſt us; none was found cordial in 
friendſhip, or prompt. in bringing aſſiſtance. They 

| pradtiſed, 
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practiſed, and proſpered: our enterprizes were 
unſucceſsful, our projects diſconcerted, our hearts 
diſcouraged: the diſaſters of war waſted our 
ſoldiers, enormous expences drained off our riches; 
debts accumulated, taxes increaſed; our reſources 
were nearly exhauſted, commerce was diſcouraged, 
manufactures languiſhed; many of the wealthy were 
impoveriſhed, the poor were greatly diſtreſſed : 
our conſequence was diminiſhed, inteſtine diſcord 
prevailed; invaſions were threatned, and dreaded; 
there was no proſpect of peace on tolerable terms; 
the moſt fatal effects were apprehended to our 
civil and religious liberties, thoſe beſt of earthly 
bleſſings. Thus low did a righteous God bring us 
for iniquity; yet, bleſſed be his name, in wrath 
he remembered mercy. | | 


4. Then obſerve, © that he regarded our affliction 
« when he heard our cry.” Though he hath nor 
reſtored us to our priſtine proſperity, perhaps 
never may; yet hath he done great things for us 
in anſwer to our prayers. We cried unto the Lord 
in our diſtreſs. We remember when in our national 
difficulties, from year to year, at the appointment 
of our governors, we met together to obſerve a 
ſolemn day of faſting, humiliation, and prayer; 
the old and ſcriptural way of ſeeking help of God 
in public calamities. Doubtleſs multitudes groſsly 
prevaricated with God in this matter, and will be 
one day reckoned with for their hypocriſy. On 
ſuch occaſions, I apprehend, it ever hath been ſo; 
never was any whole nation yet ſincerely and 
truly penitent for ſin, whatever may hereafter be. 
Nevertheleſs, there was a public honour put upon 
God and religion all over the land on thoſe days: 
75 God 
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God was juſtified by us, in bringing calamities 
upon us; ve acknowledged we deſerved to be 
given over into the hands of our enemies: we 
diſclaimed all confidence in an arm of fleſh, craved 
help of God, deprecated his vengeance, implared his 
mercy, the continuance of our "national privileges, 
and the reſtoration of the bleſſings of peace. Now 
impudence in ſinning is one ſymptom of ripeneſs 
for deſtruction. When a nation declares its ſin 
like Sodom, Sodom's doom approaches. But 
ublic condemnation of ourſelves, and public 


_ juſtification of God in his ſevereſt judgments upon 


us, accompanied by public and general ſupplications 
to him for undeſerved help, ſeem to indicate that 
though our meaſure of iniquity be large, 'tis not 
yet full. He who prolonged his patience towards 
Ahab, on account of his external humiliation, 
prolongs his patience towards us, in part on the 
tame account. But now if we relapſe, and grow 
more daring in our wickedneſs, the meaſure will 
ſoon be full, and there will be no remedy. May 
God avert this awful, this impending doom, 
from us. 


However, on thoſe days, there were, I truſt, 
many tens of thouſands of real chriſtians of diverſe 
denominations, unanimous, ſincere, and earneſt, 
in this important buſineſs, All are not © men of 
« underſtanding in the times to know what Iſrael 
« ought to do; and all need exciting inſtruct! 
and afiſting in their duty. A. faſt proclaimed 
ſounded the alarm; many miniſters reſounded it 
from their pulpits; chriſtians were informed of, 

and awakened to conſider the public circumſtances, 
ha duty to God and their country, and excited 

an 
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and reminded to perform it. Great numbers in 
public aſſemblies, in private families, in ſecret 
retirements, were ſincerely confeſſing and bewailing 
their own ſins; ſighing and mourning for the 
abuminations of the land; and pleading with God 
for pardon, protection, deliverance, and peace. 
Many, we may hope, through God's bleſſing on 
the labours of his miniſters, were on thoſe days 
brought to true repentance; and, as true penitents, 
both then and afterwards joined ſincerely in the 
general cry. Now it but two real diſciples of 
Chriſt agree together on earth, touching any thing 
they ſhall aſk of God, through the interceſſion of 
Teſas, it ſhall be done for them: how much more 
when ſuch multitudes, with one conſent, both on 
thoſe days. and at other times, ſought deliverance 
and peace in earneſt prayer, might we expect a 
oracious anſwer, Univerſal wickedneſs 1s another 
ſymptom, that a nation is ripe for deſtruction, 
when the Lord looketh for ſome to make interceſſion, 
and there are few, or none; but when many preſent 
themſelves, unanimous and cordial in this bleſſed 
work, though he bring that nation low, he will 
not yet give it up. 


For theſe reaſons, I conſider it my duty to bleſs 
God for putting ſuch a thing into the heart of our 
ſovereign, (for the king's heart is in the hand of 
the Lord) and I conſider it as every chriſtian's 
duty to obſerve ſuch ſeaſons with all earneſtneſs.— 
We may eaſily over- value external religion, if we 
truſt to it, and are proud of it: but, tis poſſible 
to under-value it; F and we actually do ſo, it we do 
not vaſtly prefer i it to open profaneneſs. 


We are now aſſembled to return public tharke 
op 
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for the mercies we then ſought in public prayers; 
and it ſeemed therefore proper to have at this 
ſeaſon, a peculiar eye to thoſe. However, it ſuffices 
for my purpoſe, that we cried unto the Lord, and 
he heard us, whenſoever our prayers were made. 


For, 1. In the very critical time, he gave 
important ſucceſs to our arms. Had the event 
of the ſea-fight between our fleet under admiral 
Rodney, and the combined fleets, been as deciſive 
in their favour, as it was in our's; and had the 
Spaniards carried their point at Gibraltar, inſtead 
of being ſo ſeverely repulſed by general Eliott, the 
conſequences might have been fatal. At beſt, our 
preſent low eſtate muſt have been much lower, if 
our exiſtence as an independent kingdom had been 
preſerved; if our civil and religious liberties had 
not been wrenched from us, or our happy iſland 
deſolated by the horrors of war, and deluged with 
the blood of its inhabitants. | 


Let admirals and generals have their proper 
honour and reward: far be it from me to- depreciate 
their characters, or envy their emoluments: they 
are worthy of them all from us, for whoſe ſecurity 
they expoſe themſelves to danger. But let us not 
give them the glory which belongs to God. He 
inſpires courage, he gives wifdom, he determines 
victory. Shall we not then render him our warmeſt 
thankſgivings for theſe ſeaſonable and ſignal 
interpoſitions, in anſwer to the prayers we poured 
out in the day of our diſtreſs? Remember, my 
brethren, your anxiety, your apprehenſions, your 
deſpondency, at that time; and aſk your hearts, 
whether you have not cauſe for thankfulneſs ? And 
: whether 
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whether you have been thankful? At that ſtage of 


the war, we were evidently not ſtruggling for 
dominion, but for national ſecurity, and equitable 
peace; which conlideration diſpoles me more 
chearfully to praiſe the Lord for thus anſwering 
our requeſts, And I think heaven and earth 
will condemn our ingratitude, if we do not as 
unanimouſly join in thankſgiving, as we did in 
ſupplication. 


Then, 2. In conſequence of theſe and other 
ſucceſſes, peace was at length concluded. But what 
ſort of a peace, ſome are ready to anſwer? Such a 
peace as is much better than ſuch a war. Whether 
men did wiſely or well in adjuſting the articles, 
determine not: but when we conſider our national 
guilt, our national circumſtances, our confederated 
foes, and exhauſted finances, we muſt ſurely 
acknowledge that God hath done better by us, 
than either we deſerved, or once expected; and 
this calls for grateful praiſe. - But ſome will ſay, 
*ris fo humiliating a peace, I cannot be ſatisfied 
with it, nor feel thankful for it. *Tis true, God 
hath brought us low for our iniquity, both in 
reſpect of the extent of our dominions, and our 
national wealth and conſequence; but if we be 
brought no lower, perhaps this very circumſtance 
calls for thankfulneſs. Bad as the ſtate of religion 
and morals is amongſt us, had our wealth and 
honour increaſed, as it had done for ſome years 
paſt, probably matters had even now been much 
worſe, Pride, ungodlineſs, ſenſuality, and luxury, 
had increaſed with increaſing wealth and power, 
and probably would have increaſed. Had it been 
ſo, our deſtruction had advanced with haſtier ſteps. 

C 2 Perhaps 
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Perhaps our being brought low, and deprived in 
part of that proviſion we had made for our luſts, 
is the very means of prolonging out ſtate, and 
delaying our ruin. And ſhall a chriſtian murmur 
at this? Shall he refuſe to be thankful for peace, 
and liberty, and ſecurity, becauſe he doth not roll 


in wealth, nor is exalted in honour as heretofore ! 
But to be more particular 


1. We are bound to thank God for putting a 
. ſtop to the effuſion of human blood. The value 
of man's life is great—of man's ſoul infinitely 
greater. He who duly ponders this, muſt conſider 
war, though in ſome caſes neceſſary, in all caſes 
horrible: nor can he be other than ſhocked with 
reflecting on the thouſands of his fellow-creatures 
ſlaughtered in battle, and their ſouls hurried into 
eternity; many of them, moſt of them, tis to be 
feared, in the full career of unrepented fin. When 
a victory makes way for peace, I can rejoice in it; 
though not without melancholy; refleftions on the 
fatal conſequences, perhaps to thouſands, mingling 
with my joy. Otherwiſe, the life of an American, 
a Frenchman, a Spaniard, or an Hollander, is, in 
my eſtimation, of equal value with the life of a 
Briton: even facceſofal war excites my lamentation 
and the return of peace is matter of thankſgiving, 
as I am a man; and a chriſtian, even though I 
ſhould not, as an Engliſhman, approve of the 
conditions thereof. Send peace in our time, 
O Lord.“ “ That it may pleaſe thee to give 
* unity, peace, and concord to all nations,” are 
requeſts, which ſurely no true chriſtian can heſitate in 
adopting: nor ſhould any chriſtian refuſe his tribute 
of -praiſe and gratitude, when ſuch requeſts are 

oranted, 
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granted. Many, from ſelfiſh motives, wiſh for 
war; but can he, who has God's law written 1n 
his heart; even this law, © Thou ſhalt love thy 
«© neighbour as thyſelf,” wiſh the ſlaughter of his 
fellow- men, for the ſake of his own emolument? 


2. We have cauſe to thank God for ſtopping 
the effuſion of the blood of our friends and 
relatives. -How many, during the war, mourned 
over ſlaughtered fathers, brothers, ſons, relatives, 
and friends? How many weeping eyes for the 
dead! How many anxious hearts about the living! 
Ought we not to thank God for relieving us 1n this 
cauſe of anxiety and grief ? 


3- We are bound to thank God for preſerving 
our land from becoming the ſeat of war. Many 
feared it; many of you, my fellow- chriſtians, 
feared it, and prayed againſt it. Whether you had 
ſufficient cauſe for your apprehenſions, I decide 
not. But aſſuredly our felicity, in this reſpect, 
both heretofore and in this conjuncture, is the gift 
of God, and demands our gratitude. He ſpread 
the protecting ocean around us; He raiſed us to 
our preſent naval power; He gives ſkill, hardineſs, 
and courage, to our ſeamen; He gives victory to 
our fleets; He awes our enemies to a diſtance; He 
ſilences popular inſurrections, and prevents civil 
war. For theſe mercies, praiſe ye the Lord. — 
'The loſs of men and money we know: but war, 
horrible war, as a nation, we know not, or we 
could not fail to prize ſuch a diſtinguiſhing favour. 


May we never learn to know its worth, by its 
Joſs, ; 


4. Me ave bound to bleſs God for breaking the 
| | ſtrong 


Po 6 DP TTY rr 7” YT RT = FRCP T G7, TT wr” N TE 77 7 = = . —z T3 4 2 _— — 1 2 — _ 


416 


ſtrong confederacy formed againſt us. Arguing 
from former events, we had little to fear from any 
of our enemies ſeparately. When two heretofore 
have united, we have had countenance and aſſiſtance 
from the others; or they have ſtood neuter. But 
in this conjuncture, four powerful nations were 
confederated againſt us, and thus excited our juſt 
and melancholy apprehenſions. God hath broken 
in pieces this formidable combination, and *tis not 


at all probable that it ſhould ſpeedily be renewed. 


Thus, by the peace, though humiliating, the 


urgent cauſe of terror is happily removed. The 


combination is broken, and we are delivered, as a 
bird out of the ſnare of the fowler. For this, my 
brethren, praiſe and bleſs the Lord, who maketh 
the counſels of the people to be of none effect. 


5. Though reduced, we are ſtil} preſerved an 
independent kingdom: our laws and liberties, civil 
and religious, are ſtill continued to us: we dwell 
in peace and ſafety, and may yet meet together to 
worſhip God according to our conſcience. If you 
love the Lord, if you love his houſe and ordinances, 
then praiſe the Lord; and let not ſatan, by tempting 
you to repine over the remembrance of our 
diminiſhed grandeur and conſequence, prevail with 
you to withhold the revenue of thanks, ſo juſtly due 
to God. Remember, that * tis of the Lord's 
© mercies we are not confumed.” Shall we not 
then praiſe him for dealing with us ſo much better 
than our deſervings ? N 83 


6. Our trade and manufactures, on which the 
affluence of the wealthy, and the ſubſiſtance of the 
indigent, ſo. much depend, are far from ruined ; 
they revive, and in many places flouriſh. And, if 

oh | renewed 
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renewed provocations do not cauſe the Lord to 
command freſh judgments, we may hope gradually 
to recover ſome part at leaſt of our former 
proſperity. Indeed, amongſt you, and perhaps in 
ſome other places and manufactures,“ no remarkable 
amendment hath taken place: but forget not, that 
during the war, things grew worſe every year. 
Had not God anſwered your prayers in ſending 
peace, how much worſe had your trade been ere 
this? Since the peace it hath ſomewhat recovered. 
Therefore, both on your own account, and your 
countrymen's, forget not to praiſe the Lord for the 
paſt, and that will prove the beſt means of 
procuring greater things in future. 


7. The exhauſting, intolerable expences of the 
war, are now ceaſed. —_You will ſay, our taxes (till 
increaſe, and I feel no relief from the peace, bur 
additional burdens 1mpoſed yearly; how then can 
I be thankful? Yet conſider, theſe very taxes are 
impoſed to pay the intereſt of the ſums borrowed 
during the war, and of thoſe borrowed ſince the 
war, to pay off its heavy arrears. —Had the war 
{till continued, if we had not been overpowered by 
the united forces of our enemies, the intolerable 
expence mult have ruined us. The preſent grit vous 
taxes may teach thee to. bleſs God for peace: for 
had the war continued, thy preſent heavy burden 
would have been made vaſtly heavier; therefore, 
 filence thy murmurings, and join with me in 
praiſing the Lord. 


Now, then, I would proceed to make ſome 
further, and more general, improvement of the 


ſubject. 


1. You 
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r. You may learn from hence, that the Lord is 
awfully holy in hating, and impartially juſt in 
puniſhing, ſin: yet 1s he good, and ready to 
forgive, and plenteous in mercy to all them who 
penitently and heartily call upon him. Tremble 
then, ſtout-hearted ſinner: that God whoſe law 
thou haſt broken, whoſe goſpel thou haſt neglected, 
whoſe grace thou deſpiſeſt, and whoſe juſtice thou 
defieſt, is a conſuming fire, a jealous God, vengeance 
belongs unto him, and he will repay. He, "whoſe 
juſtice and power brings nations ſo low for iniquity, 
can eaſily, and will certainly, bring thee low, 
even into hell, except thou repent, and believe 
the goſpel. | 


Be encouraged, poor trembling ſinner, fear not 
to call upon chis gracious God: return to him, ia 
his appointed way, who now kindly invites thee 
and never did tender parent more cordially and 
affectionately receive a returning Prodigal, than 
God will welcome thee. K 


2. You ſee that this harmony of perfect juſtice 
and holineſs, with rich. and plenteous mercy, which 
is the perfection of beauty, the lovelineſs of God, 
doth require the interpoſition of the divine 
mediator, and the infinitely valuable ſatisfaction of 
his death; otherwiſe, every exertion of pardoning 
mercy, and love to ſinners, would imply a defect 
of juſtice, and imperfection of holineſs. —'Tis 
only in the perſon of Jeſus, Emanuel, that this 
harmonious glory of God can be ſeen. In him 
God's law is magnified, juſtice ſatisfied, holineſs 
manifeſted, and mercy exerciſed, and God appears 
a juſt God and a Saviour. Through this _— 
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God dwelling in human nature, even ſinful nations 
are dealt with in mercy. And, poor ſinner, if thou 
receive not Chriſt, and his atonement, if thou 
come not into the preſence of God, through the 
interceſſion of his Son, thy dependance on God's 
mercy, but not in God's way, will be found 
unwarranted preſumption. God will not diſhonour 
himſelf, by being unjuſtly merciful to pleaſe a 
rebel. Come then, but remember Chriſt ſaith, 
« am the way, and the truth, and the life; no 
* man cometh to the father, but by me,” 


3- Fear no enemies to our national proſperity, 
bur iniquity. God ſpares us a little longer. If 
reformation take. place, we ' ſhall be preſerved. 
Otherwiſe, our doom is not far off. Seek, then, 
by prayer, each of you, for mercy and grace, 
through the interceſſion of Jeſus, and thus aim at 
perſonal reformation. Repent, and bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance, Uſe your influence 
and authority in your families, connexions, and 
dependances, to promote their reformation : pray 
for thoſe you cannot influence: 'tis the duty you 
owe your country ; 'tis the duty the occaſion calls 
for. —Suffer then the word of exhortation. As 
you value your national ſecurity and proſperity, as 
you value your precious ſouls, be not fothful in this 
work. Were all, were half, were a tenth, thus minded, 
glorious effects would follow. —Deſpiſe not the day 
of ſmall things; yield not to diſcouragement ; 
ariſe, and be doing, and the Lord will be with you. 


4. Did you ſigh, and mourn, and pray, ſincerely, 
during the late calamities? And hath God heard 
your prayers? Then be ſure you thank him for it; 
and admire his condeſcenſion that he would notice 
Your poor, * Forget not to pay 
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the vows you made unto him in the day of your 
diſtreſs ; but eſpecially, take courage to pray more 
abundantly for the time to come. Many are 
tempted to negleCt the bleſſed duty of interceſſion 
almoſt entirely; our prayers, ſay they, are ſo weak, 
we ſcarce know how to pray for ourſelves; it ſeems 
preſumption to think our propere can do any good. 
One ſoldier is a feeble defence to the nation; but 
large armies conſiſt of - ſingle ſoldiers: ſhould 
each forſake his: poſt, -becauſe his ſingle help is 
inconſiderable, we: fall a prey to our enemies; but 
when each preſerves and maintains his poſt, we are 
well protected. Our weapons, my fellow-ſoldiers, 
are earneſt prayers: that chriſtian that helps not 
the cauſe: of his church and nation againſt the 
enemies of each, by his prayers, deſerts his poſt, 
and leaves, for his part, the coaſt defenceleſs. 
One has as good right and reaſon to deſert his poſt 
as another: if all deſert, if none remain to make 
interceſſion, we are defenceleſs indeed. But if each 
chriſtian abound in this duty, our cauſe ſhall 
certainly proſper. Ls! then, my brethren, each 
of you, under this perſuaſion, that you are one of 
a numerous army of ſupplicants difperſed all over 


the land; and unitedly intreat the Lord to preſerve 


peace, to revive religion, to reform our manners. 
Intreat the Lord to bleſs your king and his family, 
with all the bleſſings of time and eternity; and 
to continue tllem a bleſſing to theſe lands for 
generations to come. Intreat the Lord to impart 
his grace to our princes and nobles, that they may 
improve their greatneſs, wealth, and influence, to 
promote and adorn true religion. Pray; that 


magiſtrates may be indeed a terror to evil doers, 


and for che praiſe of, them that do well!: that. 


migiſters of the goſpel may be endowed with. 
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knowledge and wiſdom, judgment and experience, 
boldneſs and faithfulneſs, humility and holineſs; 
zeal and love. Did you pray more for us, we- 
ſhould live more holy, preach more powerfully, 
and be bleſſed more abundantly with extenſive, 
uſefulneſs. Pray the Lord of the harveſt to ſend 
forth labourers into his harveſt: pray for the 
converſion of wicked clergymen, thoſe blind 
leaders of the blind: pray for the riſing generation 
of miniſters, that they may be furniſhed and 
prepared for the work and charge, that is about to 
devolve on them: pray for the places of education 
of our youth, public and private; that men may 
thence come forth qualified, and diſpoſed to ſerve 
God in church and ſtate; and that the riſing 
generation may be trained up to godlineſs and 
honeſty : pray that bigotry, ſuperſtition, error, 
and real enthuſiaſm, may ceaſe; that offences and 
diviſions may be prevented; that all true chriſtians 
may love one another with a pure heart, fervently; 
may adorn the goſpel by exemplary lives; be filled 


with joy unſpeakable and full of glory; and ſtrive- 


together for the faith of the goſpel, Pray for your 
children, relations, neighbours, benefactors, and 
enemies, (be ſure not to forget them.) Pray for the 
ſpread of the goſpel, the fall of antichriſt, the calling 
of the Gentiles, the converſion of the Jews, and the 
univerſal prevalence of true religion. Finally, my 
brethren, pray for the unworthy author of this 
exhortation, that both by his life and doctrine he 
may ſet forth the true and lively word of God, and 
when death comes, may be found ſo doing. 
5. Perhaps, at the time alluded to, you did not, 
heartily pray, but have ſince been taught to pray : 
well then, you have double cauſe of thankfulneſs : 
you partake of mahy bleſſings in anſwer to prayer, 
D 2 though 
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though | you never joined in ſeeking them by prayer. 
Be not then now negligent! in thankſgiving, though 
yo were in praying; and henceforth forget not to 
unite your requeſts For national mereies, with thoſe 
of that army of fupplicants, of diverſe denominations, 
who Ae, indeet 1 Durden of os, 8 1 
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and but for a moment. The Hand of the Lord, 
« ſhall find out all his ns; Ke right. hand ſhall, 

ce find out them that hate him. Fledhall: make them | 

tt as a fiery oven in the time of his anger.” —<.Seeck., 1 

« then the Lord, while. he may be found; call upon 

« him while he is near. Let het icked forſake. his, 

ec way, and the unrighteous man, 193 thoughts, and 
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